CHAPTER V

THE JAMES RIVER BLANDS OF VIRGINIA, 1687-1833

Virginia 1700

By 1700, Virginia was beginnina to settle down. Politically, it
was governed very loosely from England, by a governor who never set
foot in the colony, but simply sold the lieutenant governorship to
various surrogates, only some of whom were competent men. The result
was that English control over American colonial life was largely neg-
lectful and imprecise. Within Virginia, a three-tier class society
had developed by the dawn of the 18th century, bred by a desperate
need for labor, intensive capital supply and an immense potential for
growth and success in the colony. If a man had a reasonatle amount of
capital and a white skin, he could, with skill and some luck. make a
considerable fortune in Virginia.

Such a person would likely be in the top third of society, which
was supported from beneath by slave labor and poor whites. Slavery was
not a precisely defined institution. but by 1700 there was no question
who was slave and who was master. Black skin equaled slavery, and
white skin equaled lordship. By 1700, slavery as an economic system
was firmly entrenched in Virginia, fueled by the enormous demand for
cheap labor in service to the British trade system. Along with it went
an awesome cost in moral contradiction for masters and slaves. Here,
as Virginians transplanted from whatever geoaraphic location, lived out
their daily lives almost three hundred years ago, was born all the

hatred, malice, suspicion and social and economic inequality that has
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been the most aolaring contradiction in the expressed ideals and values
of the American people throughout subsequent American history.

In the middle was a class of people that for lack of a better term
may be called poor whites. They might be native born, but also in-
cluded a substantial number of immigrants, fueled by the same labor
demand that created slavery, the only difference being that as English-
men, or as whites, at least certain minimal human rights were guaran-
teed to them. They had been recruited from the poor farm lands in
northern England and Scotland and Ireland, from the insane asylums,
from prisons, and from off the streets of London and other English cities
Some lived in squalid poverty, even after reaching Virginia, and there
was no master to even look upon them as a labor investment to be pro-
tected and cared for. Others accumulated varying amounts of property
and capital and themselves joined the top level of society in slave
ownership.

At the top were the elite, a combination of Englishborn men of
wealth and title, but substantially a "creole elite,"” or Enalishmen
born in America, the sons of men who in the antecedent generation had
migrated to America from England. This was, for example, the case of
Richard Bland (fifth generation 1665-1720), whose father Theodorick
Bland (1629-1671) had migrated to Virginia in 1653 or 1654. As the
18th century passed, these men filled the seats of power in colonial
government, forming an effective provincial counterweight to the power
of England. They also lived out Tives and work in Virginia, developing
increasingly distinctive cultural and social references, modeled con-
sciously after England, but modified to suit the needs of Virginia.

Life in Virginia in the early 18th century seemed largely peaceful,

unmarred by war, generally blessed by prosperity and growth, and seemed
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to move without ripples. A prototype in the lifestyle of the Virginia
elite in 1700 is suggested by the fragmentary diaries of William Byrd
(1674-1744),1 a wealthy landowner, planter and sometime gentleman
politician.

Byrd 1ived out his 1ife in fairly comfortable circumstances. His
diary entries become tedious and stupefying, and lack the richness and
delightful detail of Samuel Pepys' notes. Byrd records day after day
of a pleasant, sociable and completely predictable 1ife, one day being
very much like the other. The diary shows Byrd to be a somewhat unre-
flective individual. There is a little of his inner feelings and
thoughts, dreams and some salty observations about this or that woman,
or his wife or a slave. Byrd's diary talks a great deal, however,
about what he did.

As Byrd turns to the outer world however, his diary becomes a
source of revelation that reveals to the modern reader a glimmering of
what daily life was like in early 18th century Viroinia. Byrd lived a
busy 1ife, managing the personnel and details of farm life, and himself
took a hand in planting fruit trees and in other work.

With his slaves, as well as his wife, Byrd was alternately tender
and compassionate, and brutal and exploitative. There are passages,
for example, in which a slave is whipped for serving half-cooked bacon,
or kicked for lighting a candle in daylight. Also, Byrd had an enormous

sexual appetite. When his wife or another white woman was not available,

: Byrd's diaries are reprinted by Louis B. Wright and Marion Tinling,
Ed., The Secret Diary of William Byrd of Westover: 1709-1712 (Richmond,
Virginia, 1941), hereafter called Byrd T; and Wright and Tinling, The
London Diary of William Byrd of Virginia: 1717-1721, and Other Writings
(New York: 1958), hereafter called Byrd IT.
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Byrd had no hesitation in taking his sexual pleasure with a slave woman.
The other side of Byrd, in this respect, was that he treated and cared
for his slaves when they were sick, and provided for children and
widows, when the husband or father in the slave family died or, to
revert to the dark side of slavery, when he was sold away.

Byrd worried about his frequently colorful dreams, which were
filled with fiery stars, lightning, flaming swords, and terrible por-
tents, as when he dreamed the following about his wife:

I had a bad dream this morning which seemed to foretell
the death of some of my family. I thought I saw my
yard full of people and when I came into the house I
could not find my wife.

Byrd's diary also dispels a 1ot of nonsensical illusions about
life in early 18th century Virginia. Byrd himself was a philanderer
who chased everything in skirts, feared God's wrath for it, and
frequently prayed forgiveness. His neighbor's beds stank, the wife of
a local minister was habitually drunk. The men and women in Byrd's
Tife showed generosity, kindness, lust, small mindedness; in short,
they were timeless. Byrd lived just across the James River from Richard
Bland, in fact on the Westover estate his father had purchased from
Richard Bland and his brother Theodorick in 1688. Much of his 1life,
its slow, seemingly motionless pace, and graceful passage, free from

2

external forces and influences,” probably reflects the lifestyle of

his neighbor, Richard Bland (fifth generation, 1665-1720).

1 Byrd I, p. 60. Byrd also had a dream about his neighbor, Richard
Bland, which will be noted presently.

2 Byrd I, pp. xiii-xxv.
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The Bland Family in 1700: The Hard Year

By 1700, Adam Bland and Joan Atkyns had been dead for more than
a century. John Bland, the Grocer, had been dead for almost seventy
years, and his wife, Susan Deblere, was dead for thirty-five years.

A11 the children of John and Susan were now dead. Anna Bennett Bland
Codd was dead, and Sarah Greene was living out the balance of her old
age in solitude in London. A1l the passionate strugales of that
earlier London family, the martyrdom of John Bland in 1555, the mental
breakdown of Peter Bland, the animosity between John, the Grocer, and
his brother Gregory, all these were surely receding in the minds of
the 1living. Mow a new generation was coming into maturity and facing
new issues and lives, increasingly in a far away new land, Virginia.

In the previous chapter, the issues of settlement in Virginia
for the Bland family narrowed by the 1670's into a dramatic power
struggle over the family's vast landholdings in Virginia. It was a
struggle that claimed the 1ife of Giles Bland (fifth generation, 1647-
1677). Anna Bennett held on doggedly to the Westover and Jordans
estates and possibly othér lands until her sons had reached a majority.
When Anna died in 1687, the property reverted to her oldest son
Theodorick (1663-1700), who admitted his brother Richard (1665-1720)
into joint tenancy. Together they sold 1200 acres of the 2000 acre
Westover estate to the Byrd family.

By 1700, the most prominent Bland living in Virginia was Theodorick
Bland's and Anna Bennett's second son, Richard (fifth generation, 1665-
1720). His younger brother John, by then had moved to Yorkshire in
England. Richard's older brother Theodorick died in that hard year

of 1700, as did Richard's first wife, Mary Swann. Mary bore Richard
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seven children in the eight years of their marriage, but all of them
had died before 1700. His extended family relationships were some-
what precarious. The grandchildren of his uncle Edward Bland (1614-
1652) still were living in Virginia. There were some relations in

the Northern Neck of Virginia, in Stafford County, and possibly
Maryland (how many relatives is not certain). Certainly, some child-
ren by a Susan Bland West (fifth ageneration, 1632-1698) who would have
been Richard's cousins, were there, and perhaps some relatives who

had descended through Richard's great uncle, Thomas Bland of London
(1558-1618). But it would strain credibility to think that these
Northern Neck, Virginia or Maryland Blands, even if related to Richard,
would have substantially comforted him. So, essentially he was alone.
Richard's land acquisitions in the 1690's had not been great, but
combined with what was left of his father's estate, would have been
enough to make him a much sought after young widower and better times
were ahead. In 1701, he married Elizabeth Randolph. Elizabeth gave
him five children, all of whom lived to adulthood and married well,
and he lived with Elizabeth for the remaining two decades of his life.
Richard Bland and Elizabeth Randolph are to this chapter what John
Bland and Sarah Greene were to Chapter IV. Before moving to the
genealogical details of their family, however, some attention should
be given to the briefer information available about Richard's two

brothers, Theodorick and John (fifth generation).
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The Family of Theodorick Bland: Fifth Generation

Theodorick was the eldest son of Theodorick Bland (fourth gener-
ation) and his wife, Anna Bennett.1 He was born February 1663/1664
and died in November 1700. As an adult, Theodorick is said to have
been a member of the Virginia Council, although the chief source for
Council membership does not record his name as such.2 He was a sur-
veyor for the Virginia government in Stafford County and apparently

3 He lived on the remainder of

was a fancier of thoroughbred horses.
the Westover estate.

He married Margaret, a widow whose maiden name is unknown. The
date of Theodorick's marriage to Margaret is not known, but may be
deduced as about 1695 or 1696, inasmuch as their first child was born
before 1698. His name was Theodorick (sixth generation). He died in
1700 or 1701, soon after his father. A second son, John, was born
December 8, 1698. He was sixth generation in the Bland family, and
as an adult he moved to Scarborough in Yorkshire County, England,
where he married Anne West of Mustons in Yorkshire about 1729. Anne's
birthdate is uncertain, but she died November 24, 1758. The date of

death of John Bland (sixth generation) is unknown. John Bland and

Anne West had a single child who lived to adulthood. His name was

Information about Theodorick Bland is taken from Hiden and Jester,
99; Thoresby, p. 588; Hunter, p. 425; Slaughter, p. 155; Campbell,
ol. I, p. 149; Lee, p. 138; and Carlisle, p. 302.

William G. and Mary N. Stannard, The Virginia Colonial Register
1902: Reprinted 1965).

W —~ N <T =

VMHB, Vol. 2, p. 295.



134.

John (seventh generation) who was born at Scarborough in 1730. He was
drowned at sea on a voyage to Malaga about 1750. John Bland and Anne
West had an unspecified number of other children, all of whom died

young.

The Family of John Bland: Fifth Generation

John Bland was the third son of Theodorick Bland and Anna Bennett.
He was born at Westover on February 8, 1668, and died in Scarborough,
Yorkshire, England sometime in 1746. John was educated in England,
and was a merchant. He lived in Scarborough, and Carlisle attributes
to him the construction of a road that came to be known as Bland's
cliff and stretched from Scarborouah to the sea. The road, according
to Carlisle, was constructed at John Bland's own cost and was still
operable in 1826.1

Perhaps John Bland's most significant contribution to the family
is that he may have been the source, through marriage, of the seminal
genealogical information about Adam Bland (second generation), and
his family. John married first, when is not certain, Mary Breckon of
Scarborough. After Mary's death (there is no record of any children),
John married in November 1709, Elizabeth Dale, also of Scarborough.
Elizabeth was born in 1688 and died about 1746. She was the sister
of Robert Dale, who was the source in 1712 for Ralph Thoresby's

genealogical portent of the Bland family in his Ducatus Leodensis

(1715), which is the earliest known such treatment.

1 Carlisle, pp. 303-304. Other information about John Bland is
found in Hiden and Jester, p. 100; Thoresby, p. 588; Hunter, p. 426;
and Campbell, Vol. I, p. 149. '
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John Bland and Elizabeth Dale appear to have had two sons and
one daughter, all sixth generation. The first of their children was
Richard, born August 22, 1710. Richard was living in Scarborough

1 The third child

unmarried in 1759. Nothing further is known of him.
was a daughter, Anne, who was born May 4, 1714, and who died either
in 1730 or 1731, unmarried and without issue.

The only child of John Bland and Elizabeth Dale who lived to
adulthood, married and had children was the second son, John Bland
(sixth generation), who was born at Scarborough on August 5, 1712,
and died in Iford, Essex County, on November 14, 1787. A letter to
Theodorick Bland (sixth generation, 1719-1784) from Richard and John
Bland, his cousins, dated March 5, 1744/1745, makes it evident that
John Bland was a merchant in Scarborough. The letter indicates that
Richard and John Bland had visited John's home and found "he has not
quitted his intentions of a Virginia trade., but is resulved to venture

2

upon it as soon as a convenient opportunity offers." John married

Anne Buck of Sheffield in York County on July 1, 1739. Anne was born
on August 18, 1718, and died November 10, 1770.

John Bland and Anne Buck had a large family (seventh generation)
of eleven children:

The first child, and first son of John Bland and Anne Buck, was
John Bland, who was born December 8, 1741, at Scarborough. As an
adult he moved to Virginia and resided at Jordans, homeplace of his
great uncle, Richard Bland (1665-1720). John married a widow in
Virginia, whose name is not known. No children resulted from this

marriage.

This information is in Hunter, p. 426.
Campbell, Vol. I, p. 2.
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The second child, and second son of John Bland and Anne Buck, was
Thomas Bland, who was born at Scarborough on December 6, 1742, and
died on June 1, 1807, at Sheffield, York County, where he was a
merchant. He married Ann Broadbent, who was born about 1742, and
died in 1823. They had seven children, including six daughters and
a son, of whom nothing is known.

The third child, and third son of John Bland and Anne Buck, was
Edward, who was born at Scarborough April 30, 1744. Edward died at
sea while serving in the British Navy, in 1771. He was unmarried and
left no children.

The fourth child, and fourth son of John Bland and Anne Buck,
was Joseph Bland, who was born at Scarborough on September 1, 1745,
and died October 10, 1810, at Bush Hill in Herts County, where he had
lived and worked as a merchant. Joseph married Jane Cockshutt of
Huthwaite in York County. They were assumed to have married about
1770 or 1771, but Jane's dates of birth and death are unknown. Joseph
Bland and Jane Cockshutt had six children, all of whom lived out their
lives in England.

The fifth child, and fifth son of John Bland and Anne Buck, was
Theodorick Bland, who was born at Scarborough on September 21, 1746,
and in his adult 1ife moved to Stafford County, Virginia, where he
resided for the rest of his 1ife and worked as a merchant. On December
1772,1 he married Sarah Fitzhugh, who was born August 2, 1748, and died
in 1793.

1 VMHB, Vol. 75 (1967); and John Macklin, St. Paul's Parish, Stafford
County, Virginia, 1715-1798 (1962).
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It is important to distinguish between this Theodorick (the mer-
chant) and the patriot physician and statesman, Theodorick Bland
(1740-1790), also seventh generation.1 Both were cousins, but they
were entirely different men. The latter Theodorick, who descended
through Richard Bland (1665-1720) and Theodorick Bland (1719-1784)
will be discussed later in this chapter. Theodorick Bland and Sarah
Fitzhugh had three known children: John, born April 1, 1774; Theodorick,
born in 1777:; and Sophia.

The son, Theodorick, and the daughter, Sophia (eighth generation)
were correspondents in an exchange of letters preserved by the Mary-
land Historical Society.z In one letter, written in 1799 from
Tennessee, Theodorick, a very model of enlightened thought commends to
his sister the work of the early feminist writer, Mary Wollstonecraft,

Vindication of the Rights of Women, which sold heavily and was reprinted

four times in America:

I do sincerely wish women enjoyed their rights accord-
ing to Mrs. Wollstonecraft's ideas of them, a wife 3
would then be indeed a treasure of inestimable value.

Theodorick wrote to Sophia again on September 7, 1800, expressing
his outrage at "the Baptistical preachers" he had seen in Tennessee.
Out there in the early days in Tennessee, just at the dawning of the
19th century. Theodorick was getting his taste of the fire and brimstone

revivalism of the Second Great Awakening:

1 Theodorick Bland (1740-1790), the physician, soldier and patriot,
is discussed in this chapter on pp. 170-181.

2 The Bland Papers, MS 134, Maryland Historical Society, cited in
Henry May, The Enlightenment in America (1976), pp. 377 and 387.

3

May, pp. 225, 387.
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I have so often been gorged with the hum-drum

balderdash nonsense of baptistical preachers that

I had resolved not to go to meeting today, but

when I got in, much to my most agreeable disap-

pointment I beheld in the pulpit a tall, agreeable

fellow, whose countenance bespoke philanthropy and

benevolence, going on in a quite eloquent strain.

As one can imagine, this paragon described by young Bland was a

fellow Virginian of the established ministry, coming into the wilds
of Virginia to save the backwoods savages from "ranting tattering

puritanical preachers."2

Later in his 1ife, Theodorick moved to
Maryland and became a U.S. District Court Judge.3

An interesting historical aside about Theodorick Bland (eighth
generation) has to do with his appointment by President Monroe in
1819, to replace a judge who died in the midst of a prominent piracy
trial that threatened to expose a Baltimore, Maryland piracy ring.
Theodorick Bland was the father-in-law of one of the suspected parties,
John Stuart Skinner. Monroe's motives in making the appointment might
have been a hope that Theodorick would tamp down whatever damage there
was to be done to the piracy business, one of the most lucrative,
crooked, violent and well-respected in the country. Monroe had not,
however, reckoned on the perverse interest of his anachronistically
puritan Secretary of State, John Quincy Adams. To Adams, who was a

paragon of clear and lucid thinking in his best moments, piracy was not

a business opportunity, but piracy, and he went after Theodorick

1 May, pp. 140, 377.
2 Ibid.
3

Dawson Notes, p. 62 (gleaned from The Bland Papers, Maryland
Historical Society).
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Bland 1ike a Victorian father chasing a dustman from his daughter's
bedroom. Adams dug up an old deposition that showed a loose connec-
tion between Theodorick Bland and a man named Sands, in the piracy
trade, and thrust the evidence in front of Monroe who, chagrined at
having this unseemly piece of evidence cast into what was otherwise
not a lTarge agenda item in his presidency, ordered the matter
investigated. But Theodorick Bland retaliated, and on August 21, 1819,
Adams entered in his diary:

Judge Bland came with a number of documents which

he had procured at Baltimore to discredit the

reputation of Sands and his deposition against him.

They do entirely discredit him. I firmly believe

that Sands' deposition is false in_every particular

that he states respecting Bland...!

Adams was directed by Monroe to write a lTetter of apology to

Bland, clearing him of the charaes brought against him. Grudgingly.
Adams did so, but he remained unreconciled, confiding his doubts to

his diary, but noting his duty not to resist the President's wish
when a decision had been made.2

The sixth child, and sixth son of John Bland and Anne Buck, was
William, who was born at Scarborough Jaruary 16, 1747/1748, and died
there in January 1748/1749.

The seventh child, and first daughter of John Bland and Anne Buck,
was Anna Bland, who was born at Scarborough on May 26, 1749, and died
unmarried at Sion Hill, Bath, on January 6, 1833. She was a geneal-
ogist whose information was used by Hunter in his construction of the

Bland family for Familae Minorum Gentium (1895).

1 Walker Lewis, "John Quincy Adams and the Baltimore Pirates,"
American Bar Association Journal, Vol. 67 (August 1981), pp. 1011-1014.

2 Ibid.
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The eighth child, and second daughter of John Bland and Anne
Buck, was Sarah Bland, born March 18, 1750/1751 at Scarborough. Her
date of death is uncertain, but she married Thomas Miller of Iford,
Essex County.

The ninth child, and third daughter of John Bland and Anna Buck,
was Elizabeth Bland, born November 1, 1752, at Scarborough. She
married Richard Butler, a London merchant, but by him had no children.
She died in 1780.

The tenth child, and seventh son of John Bland and Anne Buck, was
Robert Bland, born at Scarborough April 16, 1755. Robert served in
the British Navy. He died unmarried in 1781.

The eleventh child, and fourth daughter of John Bland and Anne
Buck, was Susannah, born in 1760 at Scarborough. She died unmarried
at Sion Hill on November 5, 1817.

Thus, John Bland's and Elizabeth Dale's children and J4randchildren
lived primarily in England, but on occasion came full circle back to
Virginia to their grandfather's birthplace. But no one in this line
made any significant genealogical linkage for future Amerfcan gener-
ations. That was left to Richard, the second son of Theodorick Bland

(fourth generation) and Anna Bennett.
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The Family of Richard Bland: Fifth Generation

Richard was born at Westover on August 11, 1665, and he died near
there on his Jordans estate April 6, 1720.1 Legend has it that as a
little boy Richard had a cow which went with him to a small boarding
school in Henrico County.2 In his adult life Richard was a gentleman
farmer; also member of the House of Burgesses for Charles City County
1700 and 1702, and for Prince George County in 1705-1706. As a farmer
statesman, he was a representative of the so-called "Creole Elite" of
American-born Englishmen who 1lived in and largely governed Virginia in
the 18th century.

Previously, I indicated that in 1687, following the death of his
mother, Richard's older brother, Theodorick, admitted him into joint
tenancy for the landholdings that had been bequeathed them. Together
they sold 1200 acres of the 2000-acre Westover estate to the Byrd
family. Apparently, Theodorick Bland lived, together with his family

and the family of Richard Bland, on the remaining 800 acres of 1and.3

1 Sources for Richard Bland are prolific, but contain basically an
economy of information. The discussion of Richard Bland and his des-
cendants is taken from Hunter, pp. 425-427; Hiden and Jester, p. 100;
Lee, pp. 138-140; an extract from Wyndham Robertson, provided by Mrs.
Nel Ford; genealogical information provided by Mrs. Paul Gaston,
Columbus, Missouri, October 6, 1980; Slaughter, pp. 155-163; Campbell,
Vol. I, passim, esp. pp. 148-149, and Vol. II, passim; Carlisle, p. 302;
and a genealogical log shared with me by Mr. Leslie Dawson, Plainfield,
New Jersey.

2 Wyndham Blanton, Medicine in Virginia: The 18th Century (1934), p.
229; hereafter in notes referred to as Blanton.

3 Later surveys of the land actually conveyed to the Byrds show that
it amounted to somewhat less than 1200 acres.
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To this nucleus of land, Richard Bland began additions that con-
tinued for the rest of his 1ife. On April 20, 1687, he was awarded
1254 acres of land in Bristol Parish, Henrico County, for transporta-

1

tion of twenty-six persons to the colony. In April 28, 1691, Richard

was.awarded 593 acres of land in Charles City County as part of a
clarification of entitlement due him from his father's wi11.2
This was probably the land that came to be known as Cawsons, the
homeplace of Theodorick Bland (sixth generation, 1719-1784). It was
just north of Jordan's where the James River joins the mouth of the
Appomatox River, and was called "Causes Creek" at the time of purchase.3
In 1704, Richard Bland purchased 1,000 acres in Prince George
County.4 He gained another 1254 acres in Prince George County in
November 2, 1705, for transportation of twenty-five persons to the

5 On May 1, 1706, Bland was awarded 5,660 acres in Prince

colony.
George County for transportation of 114 persons to Virginia, but then
divested himself of most of this property by selling 5,644 of the same
acres to William Byrd on June 2, 1707.6
In 1717, Richard Bland was granted 800 acres in Prince George County

for cash payment.7 On November 13, 1721, 219 acres of land he had

1 Nugent, Vol. II, p. 307. The land Richard Bland acquired was in
the area of Charles City, Surry, Prince George, and Henrico County, along
the James River near the mouth of the Appomatox River.

2 Nugent, Vol. II, p. 364.
3 YMHB, Vol. 7, p. 191.

4 yMuB, Vol. 28, p. 329.

2 Nugent, Vol. III, p. 104.

Nugent, Vol. III, pp. 105, 107-108; VMHB, Vol. 48, p. 205, and
Virginia County Records, Vol. VII, No. I (March 1910), Book 9, Henrico
County Records, p. 731 (1706).

7 Nugent, Vol. III, p. 188.
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Table XI

THE FAMILY OF RICHARD BLAND (fifth GENERATION) OF JORDANS IN VIRGINIA:

THREE GENERATIONS

(4) Theodorick Bland (1629-1671 =
(5) Richard Bland (1665-1720) =

Anna Bennett (C1639-1687)

(1) Mary swann (1669-1700) in 1692 *
and (2) Elizabeth Randolph ( -1719)
in 1701.

(6-1) (6-2) (6-3) (6-4) (6-5)
Mary Bland Elizabeth Bland Richard Bland Anna Bland Theodorick
(1704-1764); (1706-1781); (1710-1776) (1711- ) Bland,
married Henry married william Married (1) Married (1)(1719-1784)
Lee in 1723/ Beverly (1698- Anne Poythress Robert Married
1724 (1756). (1712-1758) in Munford (2) Frances
1729; (2) George Currie Bolling C.
Martha Macon 1739;
massie; and and (2)
(3) Elizabeth Elizabeth
Blair Bolling Randol1ph
Yates.

1780
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purchased outright in Prince George County, were recorded, and another
240 acres were recorded on September 17, 1731.1 In summary, Richard
Bland appears to have amassed some €700 known acres of land, a size-
able plantation though not among the largest in Virginia, and far
smaller than the joint holdings of the brothers John, Edward and
Theodorick Bland in the 17th century.

Periodic references to "Mr. Bland's" servants or slaves by William
Byrd in his diary make it fairly clear, as would be natural, that
Richard Bland was a slaveholder. An inventory of slaves held by
Richard Bland on April 14, 1719, yields the names of four young slave
boys between the ages of 9 and 11. They bore the names Europe, Asia,
Africa and America.2

The 1ife of Richard Bland at Jordans seems to have been spent,
according to Byrd's diary, in relative peace and tranquility. Byrd
frequently made social calls to Bland and his wife, dined with them,
played cards, gossiped, schemed one or another small plot. Though
Byrd's diary is too fraagmentary to form a general conclusion, he makes
no mention of any large scale crisis in Richard Bland's life. Byrd was
evidently very fond of Richard Bland. He returned to Virginia from a
stint in England just a few months before Richard died, and diary

entries record Richard's end:

February 29, 1719/1720: We...got about 11 o'clock to
Mr. Bland's and found him very much indisposed but
very glad to see me...I counseled Mr. Bland to drink
milk from the cow every day, which he promised me to
take.

1 Nugent, Vol. III, pp. 228, 410. These two transactions apparently
were recorded posthumously.

2 VMHB, Vol. 56, p. 208; information from Prince George County Order
Book 1714-1720, p. 245.
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April 4, 1720: I went over the river and went to
visit good Mr. Bland whom I found extremely il1,
so that he just knew me. I could not forbear cry-
ing to see my friend so bad.

Richard Bland died on April 6, 1720, and was buried on April 9.

On that day, his friend Byrd read some Hebrew and Greek, "because I
prepared to go to Mr. Bland's funeral." The funeral, as Byrd puts
it, was attended by "an abundance of company of both sexes. We had a
sermon and everything that was necessary for the occasion."2 Thus
Byrd, as he usually did, kept even from these intimate diaries any
inner feelings or thoughts he might have had about the passing of his
friend, Richard Bland.

But Byrd's inner feelings were not hidden so easily. On July 20,
he had a dream in which Richard Bland appeared and told him that good
people were happy but had to prove themselves by passing through the
fire. In the dream, Byrd prevailed upon Richard Bland to sing for him,
but Richard's voice was drowned out by a neighbor who "hindered me from
hearing him."3

Richard Bland's first wife was Mary Swann, whom he married on
September 6, 1692. Mary was born August 5, 1669, and died September
1700.4 Traditional sources indicate that Richard and Mary had six or
seven children and that all died young. On February 11, 1701/1702,
Richard remarried, to Elizabeth Randolph, the ninth child of William

Randolph and Mary Isham, of Turkey Island on the James River. Elizabeth's

Byrd, Vol. II, pp. 378-380, 391, 393, 432, 434,

Ibid.

Ibid., pp. 393, 432.

Mary Swann's dates are from WMQ (1), Vol. XVI (1907), p. 234.

W N =
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birthdate is unknown, but she died January 22, 1719/1720, just two
months before the death of Richard himself. Elizabeth died because
of complications in the birth of her last child, Theodorick.1 It is
through Elizabeth that the Bland family delights genealogists by
tracing its lineage to Pocohontas, and even, if one fancies it, all
the way back to Lady Godiva (c. 1040-1080), the famous naked eques-
trienne with the long blonde Tocks. (Imagine all that hair!)2

Although not enough is known about Elizabeth Randolph to pay
tribute to her as to Susan Deblere and Sarah Greene in the previous
chapters, it is clear that she is the central woman in the James River
Bland family's development during the 18th century. As we shall see,
though she was not nearly as fecund as Susan Deblere, and though we
know little about her (William Byrd called her "a handsome woman"),
she was one of the founding mothers of Virginia.

Richard Bland and Elizabeth Randolph had five children (sixth
generation), that survived to adulthood. They were in o<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>