484.

CHAPTER XI

THE FAMILY OF ROBERT BLAND: EIGHTH GENERATION

The Founder

The fourth son of James Bland (seventh generation) was Robert Bland
(eighth generation). Robert was the youngest male child mentioned in
his father's will of 1708. 1In determining the chronological parameters
of Robert's 1ife, it is important to recall that James Bland's will
specified that his second son James (eighth generation) would be as-
sianed "the tuition and bringing up ... of my youngest son Robert."1
In contemporary legal parlance, "tuition" indicated that the concerned
child was less than fifteen, if male, and thirteen, if female. Robert
and all of James' daughters who were livina at the time of his will were
placed under the "tuition" of their two eldest brothers or, as the case
may be, their half-brothers. The language of James Bland's will suggests
that Robert was born sometime between 1693-1708.

In his will, James Bland further stipulated that his wife Margaret
should have "my now dwelling plantation, and ... land ... during her

natural life and after her decease, to-fall to my loving son Robert

2

Bland, and his heirs lawfully begot." In 1723, the Overwharton Parish

Rent Rolls showed the "widow Bland" (Margaret) still in possession of

L' The Will of James Bland, December 22, 1708; cf. pp. 260-261.

2 Ibid. The amount of land in questi @ was 200 acres, Margaret's
widow's third of the 600 acres James bought in 1701.
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the widow's third of James' estate.1 Robert's name was not listed.
What all of this adds up to is uncertain. To my best understanding,
Robert was entitled to the 200 acres when he turned twenty-one, and
that he did not, would indicate that by 1723, Robert was still legally
a minor. On the other hand, Virginia law would not have compelled

Margaret to turn over the land to Robert, and she had every right to

hold it until she died. I lean to the notion that Robert's absence
from the 1723 rent rolls, which included Margaret and the other three

brothers, indicates that he had not yet attained his majority in 1723,

thus my reasoning for establishing his birthdate at about 1703.2

The balance of Robert Bland's life is problematical. Although I

have concluded that he died in 1760, was married and had at least three

sons (my reasons will be discussed presently), there is one powerful
piece of evidence that Robert died without issue. There is recorded in
Prince William Deed Book U (1774) the following deed involving David
Bland (Zenth generation), grandson of James Bland (eighth generation)
and grandnephew of Robert Bland (eighth generation) substantially
quoted. In it, David Bland conveys to William Savage:

his moiety and division of one certain tract of land
now in his fee under the will of his great grandfather, C,
James Bland, purchased by him from Harrington, (sic)*
including the plantation that the said James Bland lived

on, and the land from the mouth of the creek to the

first branch above the plantation bequeathed to his

son, Robert Bland, who died without issue:** Also, a
certain parcel of land bequeathed by the said James

Bland to his sou William Bland, and now in the posses-

sion of Josey Waldon, containing 150 acres, more or

1 King, Registers of Overwharton Parish, p. 146.

|2 The estimated birth year of 1703 is about a mean between the para-
meters of 1693-1708.
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less; also, a certain parcel of land bequeathed by the
said James Bland to his son John Bland, being the
undivided moiety of a parcel of land bequeathed afore-
said by the said James Bland to his sons John and James
by will bearing date the 2Z2nd day of December, 1708,
and recorded in the County Court of Stafford...adjoin-
ing to one-half of the parcel bequeathed as above the
parcel of land sold by me in presence of witness in
the nature of an (illegible) issued by the Secretary's
office of the colony to the said William Savage, and
now in his possession, all of which said parcels of
land are bequeathed in the will above mentioned and
purchased by the above named James Bland out of
Harrington's (sic) patent...l

The following additional deed appeared in Prince William Records
in 1796:

... David Bland, grandson and heir-at-law of James
Bland, deceased, conveyed to Willoughby Tebbs, all
those lands and tenements within the said county of
Prince William, on which the said David now lives,
lying and being in Quantico Neck, formerly called
Cock Pitt Point Neck, containing now by estimation
about 210 acres, the same being formerly granted by
Patent dated the 13th day of August, 1711, to Francis
Stone, William and James Bland, grandfather to the
said David, which said land was devised by the said
James Bland, by will dated the 16th day of February,
1755, and recorded in the said county, the 22nd day
of March, 1756, to the said David Bland and Benjamin
Bland, or the survivor, together with all the rest
of his estate (the said land being first purchased
by the said James Bland and the said Stone and
William Bland ... excepting 30 acres out of the
aforementioned land conveyed by the said Bland unto
John Curry and now in possession of the widow of
said Curry, as reference to the said deed will more
fully appear. Also, one other tract or parcel of
land 1ying and being on Occoquan Run, granted to
said James Bland, at or near what is now called
Davis' Ford, also one other tract of land in Terrapin
Forest, formerly called Pate's Oars or otherwise
(i1legible) old field...

bl David is talking about his great grandfather's purchase of 600
acres from Burr Harrison in 1701.

*% In his 1708 Will, James Bland stipulated that "in case any of my
sons should die without issue, (the property) then to fall to the
survivors..." !

1 Prince William Deed Book U, September 13, 1774, pp. 70-71.

2 Prince William County Deed Book Y, March 25, 1796, p. 664.
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The above two deeds show that certainly by 1796, David Bland
(tenth generation) was firmly in control of a great deal of land that
was deeded to all of the eighth generation brothers by James Bland
(seventh generation), as well as land acquired by William and James
Bland (eighth generation). The operative document, however, is the
1774 deed in which David Bland states affirmatively that Robert Bland
died without issue, language very specific to directions in his great

grandfather's will.

This language has been sufficient to cool the genealogical ardor

of many a researcher. Kate Duncan Smith, for example, in 1899 put out

an inquiry in The William and Mary Quarterly, in which she thoughf that

Robert Bland (eighth generation) had been father of Robert Bland (ninth
generation, to be discussed present]y).1 By 1920, however, she had
backed away from that supposition and declared in two letters that
Robert (ninth generation) was most likely the son of either William,

2 Not everyone agreed with Mrs. Smith. Mrs. C. F.

James or John Bland.
Henley, of Mint, Tennessee, in 1907, wrote to Robert Linn Bland that
she knew of a deed recorded in Loudon County, which proved that Robert
Bland, son of James who died in 1708, actually died intestate in Loudon
County in 1760, had a widow Jane and sons, Robert, Edward and wi111am.3
Indeed, a Robert Bland died intestate in Loudon County between

August and November 1760. His estate, with moveable goods valued at

1 WMG (1), Vol. IV, p. 134.

2 Kate Duncan Smith to Mrs. Earley, March 6 and 19, 1920.

3 Cited in UMB-1, p. 51. This parent-son supposition was followed
by Homer Jones in his correspondence with Nel Ford, of Columbus,

Missouri.



488.

1

17 pounds sterling, was inventoried on November 11, 1760. When this

Robert died, he was married to a woman named Jane and had three sons,

as alleged by Mrs. Hen]ey.2

I believe that if Mrs. Smith had thoroughly combed the Virginia
Records, she might have pieced together some clues that would have
pleased her. For in spite of the assertive claim of David Bland that
Robert Bland (eighth generation) died without issue, I believe other
evidence positively contradicts him, and demonstrates that Robert
Bland, who was the minor mentioned in the 1708 will of James Bland,
was the same man who died intestate in Loudon County in 1760.

Robert Bland first appears in surviving records as an adult in
Prince William County (formerly Stafford) when he is listed on
June 18, 1735 as a debtor to Richard Melton, for seventy pounds of

3

tobacco. Interestingly, another debtor, one John Diskin, owed Melton

forty pounds of tobacco. Diskin's significance as a man living in
close proximity to Robert Bland will become clear momentarily. That
the Robert Bland who was a debtor to Melton was also the Robert Bland
named in the 1708 will of James Bland is attested by a 1738 entry in
the Prince William County Deed Books, which showed Robert Bland living

on Cock-Pitt Point Neck, adjacent to land owned by William, James and

1 Loudon County Will Book A, August 1760, p. 30. Inventory dated
November 11, 1760. Cf. Clayton Torrence, Virginia Wills and Admin-
istrations, p. 38.

2 Loudon County Deed Book D, February 15, 1764, p. 109. Dawson Notes
citing the National! Genealogical Society Quarterly, Vol. 39, p. 117,
which lists persons on the Rent Rolls of Loudon County, including
"Bland, Robert, heirs of, 527 acres."

3 John Frederick Dorman, Prince William County Will Book: 1734-1744,
p. 12.
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John Bland (eighth gener‘ation).1 Similarly, in 1741, Robert appeared
in polls for the election of Burgesses for Prince William County, as
a voter for Valentine Peyton, while Richard Melton voted for William
Fairfax. William, James and John Bland voted for both Peyton and
Fairfax.2

It is unclear whether in succeeding years Robert Bland physically
moved, or simply came under new parish and county jurisdiction. I
suspect the former. In 1749, an entry in Dettingen Parish Vestry Book
showed John Bland collecting a rebate for overtaxation of Robert Bland

3 By

(presumably an adjustment for an overcharge the previous year).
1753, Robert was in Fairfax County/Truro Parish, which would later be
split, the western portion becoming Loudon County.4

More importantly, Robert Bland in 1753 witnessed a lease of Tand
to Isaac Davis, son of William Davis and Elinor Bland. In the same
year, Robert leased a tract of 538 acres "on the east side of Licking

Run," in Fairfax (later Loudon County) from his old associate, John

Diskin.5 The particular land in question had been deeded to Diskin in

1 Prince William Deed Book D, August 17, 1738, recorded February 26,
1738/1739, p. 42. This transaction involved a transfer of land from
John Melton to William Davis, husband of Elinor Bland, son-in-law of
James Bland (seventh generation) and brother-in-law and business assoc-
iate of William Bland (eighth generation). Cf. discussion of the
William Bland-William Davis connection in Chapter VIII, p. 267, note 1.

2 Boogher, Gleanings of Virginia History, pp. 116-120. Robert Bland's
relation to Peyton is unclear. Robert Bland (ninth generation) named

a son Peyton. Valentine Peyton, along with Thomas Bland, was a cred-
itor in the estate of Francis Stone in 1740. Cf. Dorman, Prince

William County Deed Book: 1734-1744, pp. 91-92.

3 Vestry Book of Dettingen Parish, Prince William County, November 4,
1749.

4 Fairfax County Order Book, 1749-1774, p. 459. In 1753, Robert took
custody of an Orphan Girl.

5

Ibid. p. 207.
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1741 by the Proprietor, while Fairfax was still Prince William County.

It is vital to any discussion of the identification of Robert Bland,
that two later references to this transaction referred to Robert Bland

as deceased, to distinguish that his son Robert was the principal in

the Tater documents. Inasmuch as those documents are primal to our
knowledge about the 1ife and descendants of Robert Bland (eighth gen-
eration), they are quoted in substance:

...This indenture made the 11th day of August in the
Year of Our Lord, One Thousand Seven Hundred and
Seventy-Five, between Robert Johnson, of Loudon County,
and Cameron Parish, in the Colony of Virginia...and
Robert Bland, of Cameron Parish in Loudon County...
the said Robert Johnson...to him in hand paid by
Robert Bland...doth grant, bargain and sell, one cer-
tain piece or parcel of land...lying and being in the
County of Loudon...lying on the Elk Licking Run, being
a part of a tract of land that was taken up by John
Diskin, of Prince William County, and sold to Robert
Bland, and after his decease, fell to Jane Bland, his
wife, and Edward Bland, his son, and the said Jane and
Edward Bland made a conveyance of the said land to
Robert Johnson by deeds...containing eightyfive acres,
more or less, hereby grants unto the said Robert Bland
and unto the possession of the said Robert Bland.l

So in 1775, Robert Bland purchased from Robert Johnson some 85 acres
of land that was originally held by John Diskin, neighbor of Robert
Bland, who was living near William, James, John and Robert Bland at
Cock-Pitt Point Neck, in Prince William County. The Robert Bland who
was principal in this deed was ninth generation. Again, in 1778, Robert
Bland (ninth generation) was involved in a transaction pertaining to the
Diskin property:

...This indenture made the eighteenth day of May in the
Year of Our Lord, one thousand seventeen hundred and

seventy-eight, between Robert Bland, of Cameron Parish,
Loudon County...and Joseph Mershon, of the same county

Loudon County Deed Book L, August 11, 1775, pp. 1-5.
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and parish...Robert Bland for consideration of one
hundred and fifty pounds of current money to him in
hand paid by the said Joseph Mershon, confirms one
certain parcel of land situated in Loudon County,

on the east side of the Elk Licking Run containing
five hundred and thirty-eight acres, granted by deed
from the proprietor's office, bearing date the tenth
day of June, one thousand seven hundred and forty-one,
to John Diskin, and by the same John Diskin trans-
ferred to Robert Bland, late of Loudon County,
deceased, by deeds, duly proved in the County of
Fairfax, the said Robert Bland...hereby conveys unto
...Joseph Mershon...

This transaction, in which Robert Bland divested himself of 538
acres was probably done in 1778, preparatory to his move to South
Carolina, in which he appears to have followed his older brother Edward,
and was thus in 1778 the sole remaining heir in Loudon County of Robert
Bland (eighth generation) who could liquidate ownership of what must
have been family property.

The foregoing information convinces me that, contrary to the asser-
tion of David Bland in 1774, Robert Bland, son of James Bland (seventh
generation), did have heirs, specifically, a wife Jane, and sons Edward

2 The evidentiary linkage found

and Robert, as well as a son William.
in transactions and geographic proximity between Robert Bland, Richard

Melton, and John Diskin, with well documented evidence of a continued

1 Loudon County Deed Book P, May 18, 1778, pp. 503-506. The sale
excepted 120 acres .of the property which was being used by a church.

2 One alternative possibility for the parentage of Robert Bland, who
died in 1760, is that he was the ninth generation son of one of the
three eighth generation brothers, William, James and John, by a woman
antecedent to their wives at birth. If so, Robert would have had to

be twenty-one by 1729. The most likely choice would be William or
James, however, if naming practices provide a clue. It should be noted
that Robert's son, who moved to South Carolina, had an eldest son John
and a youngest son James. This is an alternative offered for others

to pursue. My conviction remains that the Robert Bland mentioned in
the will of James Bland (seventh generation) is the same man who was
creditor to Melton in 1735, purchased land from Diskin in Fairfax
County in 1753, and died intestate in Loudon County in 1760.
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relationship between Robert Bland and Diskin in Loudon County, is to
me persuasive that Robert Bland, son of James (seventh generation),
born about 1703, died in Loudon County in 1760.

The reason or motive for David Bland's assertion that Robert died
without issue remains a mystery. One must note that the language in
the 1774 deed is quite specific to the terms of James Bland's will of
1708. Further, it seems clear that David Bland was in control of land
that had once been owned not only by Robert, but by his grandfather

1

James, as well as his great uncles William and John. How David Bland

came into possession of the land James Bland deeded to his son Robert
remains uncertain. Robert leased or bought 538 acres from John Diskin
in Fafrfax County (later Loudon) in 1753, which was two years before
the death of his brother, James Bland. 1In order to raise money for the
Fairfax property, he might have sold to James the 200 acres he was
entitled to after his mother's death. Other information shows that

2 In either case, David Bland

Robert may have moved as early as 1748.
would have been a small child when these hypothetical transactions
occurred. If, in occupying, leasing or purchasing the Diskin property
in Fairfax County, Robert moved away from the Cock-Pitt Point land, ther
may have been some logically perceived confusion on the part of David
Bland, leading him to state that Robert died without issue. By the

above hypothesis, the 200 acres awarded by James to Robert would have

been owned by James Bland (eighth generation) prior to his death, and

1 This 1774 deed from David Bland to William Savage should reinforce
the assertion I made earlier that the mere fact that John Bland (ninth
generation) deeded to his son Osborne Bland (tenth generation) 100 acres
of a 312-acre plot that was originally deeded to William Bland (eighth
generation) does not prove or necessarily even suggest a parent-son
relationship between William and John. It is evident, as stated earlier
that the most vital documents are the missing wills of William, James,.
and John.

°  Cf. p. 489, note 3.
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duly distributed to his grandson David. At that point, the heirs‘of
Robert Bland (eighth generation) would have had no further claim to
the land. David's assertion that Robert Bland died without issue,
made in 1774 when Robert had indeed been dead for fourteen years,
being no longer of interest to Robert's heirs, may have simply gone
unnoticed.

These are my reasons for asserting that Robert Bland, who died
in Loudon County in 1760, was the youngest of the eighth generation
sons of James Bland (seventh generation). Little is known of his
wife, Jane _, except that she died about 1764.1 Robert Bland and
Jane were probably married in the late 1720's, but the precise date of
their marriage is unknown. Information available in records indicates

that their children included at least three sons (ninth generation),

Edward, Robert and William, listed in the order of their birth.

William and Edward Bland (Ninth Generation)

The youngest of the three known sons of Robert and Jane Bland was
William Bland, Evidently, he was incompetent, or still a minor as late
as 1764, when Edward and Robert divided 40 acres of the home tract,

without including William in the division.2 Also, on December 24, 1771,

Robert Bland (ninth generation) sold "the 1ot and late dwelling p]ace"3
1 Loudon County Deed Book D, p. 109, February 15, 1764. This deed
concerns transfer of 40 acres between Edward and Robert Bland (ninth
generation). UMB-I, p. 51, citing a letter from Mrs. C. F. Henley to
Robert Linn Bland, dated 1907, indicates that title to this land prev-
jously had been shared by Jane, Edward and Robert Bland.

2 Ibid.

3 In a letter to Betty Bland Lovvorn, December 1, 1969, Berry Jewell

Bland (fifteenth generation in this line) indicated that in his researches
in South Carolina, he had been unable to turn up anything about William.
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of William Bland, suggesting that he died, or moved away, probably the
former. Thus, William appears to have been born sometime after 1743,
and he died about 1771.

More information is available about Edward Bland, the eldest of
the sons of Robert and Jane B]and.1 His name is interesting, for in a

ninth generation of men bearing monotonously names like William, James,

John, Thomas and Robert, the name Edward stands out. Edward is usually

said to have been born in 1730, or thereabouts.

Edward moved to South Carolina, probably before 1775, and was

listed among the first members of the Revolutionary Council of Safety.

1 Loudon Deed Book L, August 11, 1775, pp. 1-5, makes reference to
Jane and Edward Bland as heirs of Robert Bland (eighth generation).

2 Ibid. The fact that Robert, and not Edward, the eldest son, handle
this transaction, indicates that Edward had left Virginia by 1775. It
generally is thought that Edward and Robert Bland were the first Bland
settlers in South Carolina, but that may not be so. John A. Chapman,
History of Edgefield County: From the Earliest Settlements to 1897 (1897
hereafter referred to as Chapman, on p. 119 notes a deed signed by one
George Bland June 17, 1772. Further, there was evidently a distinct
Bland family in South Carolina, founded there during the 18th century,
but related to neither the James River Blands, or the Stafford County
Blands. See the Lebey-Bland-Courtney Genealogy #2542, filed at the
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill, N.C. The date of
this genealogical document is not clear. The author, who also is not
identified, indicates that the founder of this family was Lord Richard
Percival Bland, with the improbable dates of 1627-1737, a resident of
London. The birthdate is way off, for Richard Percival Bland and his
wife, Elizabeth, had four children during a time span of 1728-1733,
suggesting that Richard's birthdate was C.1700. Three of the four
children, George (born 1728), Lancelot (born probably in 1731 or 1739,
per LDS records), and Elizabeth, had no male children. The fourth

child Richard, dates unknown, married Elizabeth Fendin, probably about
1770, and had a male child Richard (1771-1836), who married: (1) Claudiz
Harriet Capers (1776-1795), of which marriage there were no surviving
children; (2) in 1797, Susan Cook (1780-1830), and issue from this
marriage included Harriet Elizabeth (1798-1831), Harriet Philis (1799-7]
Susan (1801-1824); Carolina (1806-1898); Beulah Isable (1809-1812),
Isabelle Seraphina Augusta (1814-1837), Richard Mortimer (1816-1837),
Charles Theodore (1819-1907), Demetrius Augustus (1821-1902). Descend-
ants of these children remained in South Carolina and also migrated to
Tryon, North Carolina, and parts of Georgia. No doubt there are living
descendants of this line in South Carolina and Georgia areas today.
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He lived in York County, just outside what was the 96th district (see
Map XXV). Edward was a witness to Robert Bland's will in Edgefield
County, South Carolina, made in December 1786, and proved March 1787.

The 1790 census showed that Edward was living in the 96th district of

South Carolina, and was head of a household that included himself, two

males over 16, two males under 16, three females, and five s]aves.1

My uncle, Berry Bland, indicated that he had found a copy of Edward
Bland's will, probated June 9, 1800, and that in his will, Edward men-

tioned "Franky, my dearly beloved wife," and his son William, as well

as two daughters, Dosha Bland and Elizabeth Deser. A son-in-law, James

Plaxco, was named co-executor of Edward's wi11.2 Nothing more is known
by this author about Edward B1and.3
1 Margaret Bland Magliocco, The Blands of Rutherford County, North

Carolina (1978), p. 18. Citing South Carolina Historical and Genealog-
ical Magazine, Vol. I-III, p. 196, and Heads of Families from the 1790
Census, Edgefield County, S.C. Margaret B. Magliocco is the daughter
of Berry Jewell Bland, and is my first cousin. Hereafter in notes, her
work will be referred to as Magliocco. ~ Mary Wallace

Day to Charles Bland, July 22, 1981, indicates Edward lived in York
County, on the North Carolina border. Frances Bland is listed in the
1800 census, living in York County. Two Williams are listed in Edge-
field County and Abbeville. One is undoubtedly the William Bland men-
tioned in Edward Bland's will. Identification of the other is uncertain,
but he could be the William Bland assumed to have died in Loudon County
in 17715 cf. pp. 493-494,

2

Berry Bland to Betty Lovvorn, et al., December 1, 1969.

3 Some insight into Edward Bland might be supplied by access to a
book by Bryce White, Jr., of Rock Hill, South Carolina, who was co-
author of a book on the Plaxco-Robinson Family (1958). According to
Olivia McCluney, Edward Bland is briefly discussed in the book.
Olivia McCluney to Mary Wallace Day, May 24, 1978.
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Robert Bland (Ninth Generation)

The second son of Robert and Jane Bland (eighth generation) was

1 in Prince William

Robert Bland, who was born March 9, 1733/1734,
County, Virginia. His will was made December 21, 1786, and was proved
March 27, 1787. His dates then appear to be 1733-1787, and since his
birthdate was old style, he lived to be about 53. Robert's name began
to appear in the Loudon County, Virginia records after his father's
death in 1760. Most of these have been discussed previously but there
is no harm in repeating the information. In 1764, he was on the tax
rolls and was a recipient of 40 acres with his brother Edward, who

2

deeded the land to him "for love and affection." In 1771, Robert sued

a man named McCollister in Fairfax County.3 In 1775, Robert bought

from Robert Johnson a tract of 85 acres in Loudon County that had
formerly belonged to his father and was adjacent to some 538 acres then
in Robert's possession. From this latter deed, it appears that Robert's
brother Edward had already gone to South Carolina. Then in 1778, Robert
sold the 538 acres that his father had purchased from John Diskin in
1741, and moved away to South Carolina with his wife and their first
eight children.

Once in South Carolina, Robert may have settled near his brother
in York County, but moved to the Saluda River area soon after and joined

the revolutionary forces as a private. Family tradition has it that

1 Darwin-Bland Bible, contributed to the Tennessee State Library and
Archives, MS.AC. 67-85, by Dero A. Darwin, of Cookesville, Tennessee.
Hereafter, this document will be referred to as Darwin. Cf. Dero Darwin
to Nel Ford, November 24, 1958.

2 Loudon County Deed Book D, February 15, 1764, p. 1009.

3 Fairfax County Order Book, 1749-1772, p. 308.
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MAP  XVI]J

EDGEFIELD DISTRICT, SOUTH CAROLINA, C. 1825

Edgefield District, as shown, included all of present day Edgefield
and Saluda Counties and parts of McCormick, Greenwood and Aiken
Counties.

Key to Notes Suoplied by Mary Wallace Day:

1.

2«
3.

10.
4.

12

13
14.
15,
16.

Ann Bland, wife of Robert Bland (ninth generation), 1790.
The Tittle Saluda River.

Presley Rland's Tavern.

and 5. Location of land owned by Presley Bland.

Blandsborough, no lonaer in existence.

and 8. Presley and Avory Bland owned 'and on both sides of

Center Spring Road.

Log Creek.

Turkey Creek.

Town of Edgefield.

Robert Bland and his wife Ann moved to this area of Edgefield
County. Presley, Wormley and James Bland (tenth gereration)

also held land in this area and Presley had land in the town

of Edaefield. In 1891, this area became Saluda County. (See
Map .)

Red Bank Creek.

Present day Johnston, South Carolina.

The road to Charleston via "The Ridge."

Ridge Spring on "The Ridge."
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he and his son John were captured by the Tories. John was killed at
at place called Cloud Creek by one Cunningham, on November 17, 1781.

Robért, himself badly treated by the Tories, was concerned for his

family's safety and moved them away from the 96th District temporari]y.1

For his service during the Revolution, Robert received a bounty grant

2

of 300 acres on October 4, 1784. By that time, he must have moved

his family back to Edgefield County, where he died early in 1787.

Because a number of children, grandchildren, Robert's wife and
other relations are listed in his will, it is quoted substantially as
a preliminary to discussion of his family.

In the name of God, Amen. I, Robert Bland, of Edge-
field County in South Carolina, and Ninety-six District,
yeoman...do make and constitute this my last will and
testament in manner following...

A11 of my whole estate, real and personal (several words
illegible) hundred acres of land or the value thereof,

I give to my grandson Mycaja Bland, son of John Bland
and Mary his wife...the plantation where I live, and

one hundred and fifty acres of the most (liiegible) of
the land, joining this plantation, and all of the
moveable estate (illegible) to my wife as long as she
doth remain a widow, then after her death or marriage,
to be equally divided among the children, all but 150
acres of land that I give to my youngest son James
Bland. Fifty acres of land I give to Liddey, and the
rest of the land to be equally divided amongst the

boys as follows: Presley, Woromley, Elishea, and

Payton, but all the moveable estate to be equally
divided amongst all the children, girls and boys, and

I do here...appoint my wife, Ann Bland, one of my
executors, and Joseph Nun and Solomon Pope executors

of this my last will and testament. In witness whereof,
I have hereunto set my hand_and seal this 21st day of
December, Anno Dom. 1786...

1 Kate Duncan Smith to Mrs. Earley, March 6 and 19, 1920. Mrs. Smith's
information about the killing of John Bland and the mistreatment of his
father Robert was derived from a letter to her from J. E. Edwards,
February 11, 1899.

2 DAR application of Kate Duncan Smith, National Number 6438, approved
November 4, 1932.

3 Will of Robert Bland, December 21, 1786, proved March 27, 1787,

filed Box 11, Pack 208, Edgefield County, S.C. .witnesses were Edward
Bland, Robert's brother, and Samuel Bland, possibly a son of Edward.
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According to the Darwin Bible record of Robert Bland's family, he
married on April 10, 1757, probably in what was then Fairfax County,
Virginia. His wife was Ann . There is no record of her maiden
name, although some writers have assumed it was Wormley. . The same
sources also establish an approximate birthdate of 1735 for Ann, but
inasmuch as her youngest child was born in 1783, it is probable that
the date should be adjusted to about 1740. Traces of her are found
in the Edgefield County records for 1787, 1788, 1792, 1796, 1799 and

1800.°

The distribution of ages in the census for the household of
Presley Bland suggests she might have been living with him in 1810.
The Darwin Bible record included the following dates of birth

and death for the children (tenth generation) of Robert Bland and

Ann
1. Doshey Bland, born October 26, 1757, and died
December 13, 1765.%*
2. John Bland, born March 4, 1758, and killed
November 17, 1781.
3. Jane Bland was born January 2, 1762.
4., Mary Bland was born December 16, 1763.
5. Presley Bland was born February 16, 1768.
6. Wormley Bland was born February 17, 1771.
i

The assumption was made by UMB-I, p. 53, and in various communic-
ations by Homer Jones to Nel Ford. I have never seen any document that
proves Ann's maiden name, and as Kate Duncan Smith pointed out years
ago, it might as well have been Payton or Presley. Cf. Kate Duncan
Smith to Mrs. Earley, March 6, 1920.

2 Cf. Edgefield County, South Carolina Deed Book 13, pp. 54, 60, and
Deed Book 2, pp. 129-133. Sent to the author in original form by
Mary Wallace Day, of Dunmovin, Georgia, in letter dated July 7, 1981.

b Doshey is listed second behind John Bland in the original Bible
record, although her recorded birth is 1757, and John's is 1758. The
character of the handwriting of her birth year, 1757, however, is
identical to the writing of Robert and Ann's marriage date, also in
1757.
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7. Elisha Bland was born April 9, 1775.
8. Lyddia Bland was born May 2, 1778.
9. Payton Bland was born January 1, 1780.
10. James Bland was born November 29, 1783.
I will discuss the daughters of Robert and Ann Bland first, then

the sons, excluding Presley and Wormley. Finally, distinct sections

will address the lives and families of Presley and Wormley Bland.

The Daughters of Robert Bland (Tenth Generation)

Setting aside Doshey Bland (1757-1765), the eldest daughter who
died as a child, the first daughter who survived to adulthood was
Jane Bland. Born in 1762, Jane Bland, according to Dero Darwin,
"departed this 1ife March 10, 1827, about 9 o'clock at night." Jane
married John Darwin (1753-1837) on March 11, 1783. This marriage
produced at least two lines of descent from Robert and Ann Bland,
Nel Ford and Kate Duncan Smith.1

Mary Bland (tenth generation) was born December 16, 1763. She

married Jacob Brown of Edgefield County, who participated in the

1 The eldest child of John Darwin and Jane Bland was (eleventh gen-
eration) Nancy Darwin (1784-1847). Nancy married Jeptha Harrington
(1775-1865), and among their offspring was (twelfth generation) McCager
Harrington (1800-1884), who married Mary Robertson (1802-1885) in 1821.
McCager Harrinaton and Mary Robertson had a son, Abel Lancaster
Harrington (1832-1898, thirteenth generation) who married Elizabeth
Guyton (1841-1912). This couple had a daughter, Minnie Harrington,

who married Braxton Chester Westbrook, and their daughter (fifteenth
generation) was Nel Westbrook, who married George Ford and now lives

in Columbus, Mississippi. Nancy Darwin and Jeptha Harrington

(eleventh generation) also had a daughter Rachel (twelfth generation,
1818-1890) who married Daniel Duncan (1803-1891). They were the
parents of Kate Duncan, who married J. Morgan Smith. Cf. UMB-1, p. 55.
Urilla Bland states: "Parenthetically, it may be said that the DAR
School of Grant, Alabama was named for Kate Duncan Smith."
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inventory of the property of Robert Bland (ninth generation). Lyddia

Bland, undoubtedly the "Liddy" Bland mentioned in her father's will,

is a mystery. Nothing more about her is known to this author.

John, Elisha, Payton and James Bland (Tenth Generation)

John Bland, the eldest son of Robert and Ann Bland, was born
March 4, 1758 and was, according to family legend, killed by the Tories
on November 17, 1781. John married Mary , when is uncertain.

Because of his early death, John and Mary had only one child,

a son Micaja<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>